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ADDRESS  of  JOM  C.  "JATSOH  at  Arasterdani.  N.  Y.. 

on  February  12th,  194^. 

Fellow  Americans, 

On  this  occasion,  I  vjant  to  talk  about  Abraham  Lincoln  v/hose  \vorcls  re- 
sound as  loudly  and  clearly  today  as  in  the  Gettysburg  Address  that  "this  nation, 
under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom," 

Tliree  generations  ago,  the  great  issue  before  the  Aiasrican  people  v/as 
freedom.    The  whole  \vorld  anxiously  v/aited  for  America  to  aoswer  the  nuestion  of 
whether  vre  had  the  capacity  for  self-government  and  to  establish  the  supremacy 
of  human  rights  over  property  rights,    Lincoln  met  the  issue  squarely,  saved  the 
Union,  and  revitalized  this  republic  by  giving  new  life  to  the  meaning  of  those 
sacred  words,  "?fe  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  created 
equal.    They  are  endov/ed  by  their  Creator  vdth  certain  inalienable  Pdghtsj  that 
among  these  are  Life,  Liberty  and  the  pui^uit  of  Happiness." 

Now,  more  than  ever,  Lincoln  stands  before  us  as  one  seeld.ng  the  aid 
and  guidance  of  the  Almighty  and  giving  sympathy  and  leadersliip  to  all  people, 
regardless  of  race,  creed  or  color.    He  was,  in  truth,  the  symbol  of  the  moral  law 
sjnd  the  world's  great  clTarapion  of  the  brotherhood  of  man.    He  is  revered  wherever 
the  human  tongue  is  spoken.    His  faith,  courage,  tolerance,  patience,  his  belief 


in  represenfcatiTe  goTeranjsnt  and  the  manner  in  which  he  gave  ©3:|)z^essi€ai  to  those 
sttri^tss,  will  forever  stand  as  l^acoft-lights  to  ^lide  this  nation. 

Eviery  generaticffi  can  profit  by  the  contesaplation  of  his  exaojple.  Ids  isdt^ 
al  strength  and  his  high  principles,    Th^  are  still  the  so-vereign,  remedies  for  a 
ci'vilization  that  is  sick  and  a  world  that  is  desperate*    Justice,  equality  ^d 
fair  play  were  i^t  he  stood  for#    i^thin  those  principles,  lies  the  solnticm  of 
sjDSt  of  our  troubles.    1!hey  can,  if  we  "sd-ll  let  them,    revolutionize  the  outlook 
and  iUuiriinate  the  future  of  the  human  race* 

I1h€si  we  speak  of  Idp.coln,  we  spes^  with  utmost  reverence,     "Hie  fifty-six 
years  of  his  life  were  the  formative  years  of  this  republic.    It  began  as  the  revo- 
lutionary years  ended.    He  faced  trials  as  severe  as  oiirs,  and  conquered  thea  with 
little  indeed  to  work  mth,    ?/e  need  not  d6?ell  on  tiie  hopelessness  of  the  environ- 
ia©it  ovX  of  which  Lincoln  cajue.    That  story  is  familiar  to  all  of  us,    'Hie  Lincoln 
legend  has  never  lost  its  influence  on  American  thought,    James  l^assell  Lowell  once 
said  that  he  caiae  «as  God  jaade  Adata,  of  the  very  earth,  unanc^ored,  imprivileg^, 
ankncini*'* 

Ifiis  Savior  of  our  Eefmblic  was  the  for^iost  of  statesnt^,  toeferiug  high 
anrong  the  genius^  of  the  world;  the  plainest,  and  most  honest  of  jaortals;  the  raost 
dignified,  the  most  humrous,  the  most  serious,  the  laosfc  sad  of  inen,  and  the  niost 
geaxtle  of  huioan  beings,    in  all  histor^^,  there  will  never  be  found  another  so  great 
and  so  single-  hearted  in  his  devoticm  to  the  welfare  of  all  the  popple.    He  worked 
and  suffered  for  them.,  and,         he  had  lived  for  the®  to  noble  purpc^,  he  gave  his 
life  in  the  end. 

He  came  from  the  ranks  of  the  eocffiion  people.    His  str^gth  lay  in  the  fact 
that  he  rsaained  at  all  times  one  of  thea.    He  once  said,  "God  must  have  loved  the 
plain  people  for  He  made  so  many  of  thm;"    and,  again,  "I  haim  faith  in  the  people. 
Let  them  know  the  truth  and  the  country  is  safe," 
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All  the  way      faced  obstacles.    Treachery  was  all  arcmnd  him.    Tet,  he 
kne^  no  bitterness.    In  his  oem  words,  «I  have  never  willingly  planted  a  thorn  in 
the  breast  of  any  raan.»   No  isan  ever  served  human  brothediood  laore  truly  than 
Abi^iam  lAncolii.    As  we  read  xhis  works  and  addresses,  even  hi.s  (Abates  with  Stephen 
Douglas,  and   search  his  record,  we  never  find  a  trace  of  d^oguery,  or  Mai^sdan 
ideology,  or  of  anything  bub  utter  fairness,  inspired  and  guided  by  deep  wisdom. 
For  lincoln,  the  Constituticm,  the  Bill-of-Hights  and  the  Declaration  of  Indepm- 
(fence  charted  the  way  to  a  nobler  and  freer  America.    His  enforcement  of  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  those  sacred  docus^nts  brought  doom  to  slaveiy. 

In  1854,  vih&i  it        objected  that  the  course  which  lAncoLi  advocated, 
was  wrong,  he  answered,  «I  will  ^and  with  anybody  that  is  right  and  i^art  with 
him  wh^  he  is  wrong."    It  is  an  old  and  familiar  story  ham,  with  matchless  pa- 
tience and  wisdan,  he  held  the  conflicting  elements  in  line  until  at  last  he  was 
able  triumphantly  to  free  the  slav^  ^d  save  the  nation.    He  sm  behind  the  cry 
of  ranipant  radicals  to  the  cteeper  and  graver  issue  which  transcended  all  things  else. 
It  was  the  preservation  of  the  rei^bUc,  mth  its  representative  form  of  government. 

Today,  the  world  cries  out  for  statesmanship  grounded  on  rsoral  principles. 
The  problerjs  of  today  can  be  met  only  by  men  of  spiritual  insist  and  looral  integ- 
rity, E»n  capable  of  idsing  above  the  political  tuiault  and  cc^fused  thinking  of 
this  age;  ftien  willing  to  subordinate  their  own  personal  advantages  to  the  welfare 
of  tl^    nation.    The  leadership  of  Uncoln  is  the  kind  of  leadership  that  Ainerica 
and  the  world  need  todB.y  -  a  leadersldp  that  gathers  together  people  of  every 
class,  race  and  creed,  and  unites  them  into  one  strong  brotherhood.  Definitely, 
it  is  our  duty  to  pledge  ourselves  with  high  fidelity  to  the  sons  of  America  who 
have  given  of  their  "last  full  measure  of  devotion,"  and  to  the  oncoming  genera^ 
tions  of  American  children,  in  the  spirit  of  lAncolii,  "with  firmness  in  the  right 
as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  to  do  all  which  may  acldeve  and  cherish  a  just 
and  lasting  peace  axaong  ourselves  and  with  all  nations." 
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The  llndtless  opportunity  for  industry  in  Idiicoln*s  tiim  ms  the  atmosphere 
in  which  mm.  built  their  mm  seciarity.    In  lincoln's  j-adgraent,  the  only  purpose  of 
govemsent  was  to  serve  the  people,  not  to  direct  their  destir^  or  ifiaster  their  life. 
He  believed  in  the  dignity  and  worth  of  mm.*    He  believed  that  the  high  purpcsse  of 
goveament  ^sas  to  give  the  individiial  the  opportimity  to  live  and  work  out  liis  owi 
life  tinder  a  systea  in  whicdi  govemaent  was  his  servaab  —  not  Ms  rnaster» 

In  1059-1^^,  he  formilated  his  views  about  the  idghts  of  capital  and  the 
rights  of  labor  with  clarity  and  force,     Labor**,  he  said,  "is  prior  to  and  independh 
ent  to  capital.    Labor  can  exist  witlKJut  capital,  but  capital  can  never  exist  without 
labor".    In  his  special  a^sagfe  to  Congress  on  July  4th,  1S61,  he  said,  '^Tlie  war  is 
ess^Tbially  the  people's  contest  for  the  rights  of  mm  and  the  authority  of  the  people 
for  maintaining  in  the  world  that  form  and  substance  of  government  whose  leading  ob- 
ject is  to  elevate  smi  to  clear  the  paths  of  lawful  pursuits  for  aH;  to  afford  all 
m  tmfett ered  effort  and  a  fair  chance  in  the  race  of  life,*^   He  repeatedly  and  ex- 
plicitly declared  that  the  An^rican  way  of  life,  Miich  lias  yielded  such  splendid  cc^- 
sequences  for  every  one  of  us,  and  upcaa  which  xmch  of  the  world  depends,  could  nev^ 
be  mintained  Td.tho«t  the  protection  and  preservation  of  capital  in  all  its  proper 
rights.    He  put  it  this  my,"!  do  not  belie-we  in  a  law  to  prevent  men  from  getting 
rich.    It  would  do  jsore  h&im  than  good,  so  ifiiile  we  do  not  propose  ar^  mr  upon  cap- 
ital, we  do  wish  to  allcjw  the  liujit)lest  man  an  equal  chance  to  get  rich  with  every  one 
else," 

On  l&irch  21,  1S63,  in  reply  to  a  conusittee  of  m>rking  ^ki,  he  mde  this  re- 
asrtoble  pixaiounceiiient,  "Tlie  strongest  bond  of  human  ajmi^thy,  outside  the  family  re- 
lation, should  be  one  of  uniting  all  working  people  of  all  nations  and  tongues  and 
kindred,    Kor  shcaild  this  lead  to  a  war  upcsn  property  or  the  owners  of  property. 
Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor.    It  is  desirable.    It  is  a  pc^itive  -good  ixi  the  world. 
Let  not  him  ?»ho  is  houseless  ptill  ctemn  the  house  of  another,  but  let  Mm  work  diligmt- 
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ly  and  build  for  himselfj  thus,  by  &sBmple,  assuring  that  his  own  shall  be  safe  froci 
violence  when  built»" 

Idncoln  believed  in  a  constructive  syteaa;  that  we  should  shape  our  govem- 
QffiTfcal  policies  primarily  vdth  a  vieif  to  the  working  man  and  to  the  growth  and  expan- 
sion of  industry.    If  he  were  -with  us  today,  he  would  lead  us  toward  a  practical 
idealiss  in  business  and  industry  exactly  as  he  Tsould  lead  us  toward  practical  ideal- 
ism in  govemm^t.    He  would  be  successful  beca^lse,  just  as  he  realized  that  government 
mist  be  preservedj^  no  laatter  what  the  radical  fringe  ckaaanded,  he  m>uld  never  forget 
the  rights  of  both  capital  and  labor  and  that  incfcstry  nust  be  kept  as  a  going  ccaicem* 
What  good  would  it  have  don©  to  free  the  slaves  if  the  nation  had  perished?    iOn&t  would 
be  labor's  gain  today  if  the  fabric  of  /dnerican  industiy  should  be  shattered? 

Self-reliance,  individual  initiative,  and  a  aan's  riglit  to  enjoy  his  om 
honest  earnings,  have  alsiayo  been  the  gr^t  American  privileges.    They  iaade  newsboys 
into  business  men,  shop  workers  into  industrial  giants,  and  agriculturalists  out  of 
chore  boys»    There  vrere  no  restrlcticaas  on  ability.    That  is  the  way  tve  xnust  keep  it. 
Tliat  is  progress.    That  is  free  enter]^ise.    That  is  the  Aiaerican  ^say,    'Hiat  is  the 
America  of  human  brotherhood  and  free  opportunity. 

Today,  vr©  are  living  in  an  age  of  jnass  raoveaents  and  class  pressures,  an 
age  wh:  re  the  power  to  destroy  has  overcome  man's  ability  to  defend  liis  heritage  or 
plan  iiis  future, 

Hotwithstanding  the  fact  that,  under  our  representative  form  of  gov^innient, 
vro  }iave  acMeved  the  hiighest  degree  of  prosperity  ever  attained  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  and  despite  the  fact  that  we  are  called  ujx^n  to  feed  and  finance  a  large  part 
of  tlie  world,  we  hear  little  about  devotion  to  the  Constitution  or  the  sacredness  of 
our  Bill-of-Rights,  14oreover,  vie  are  co/ipelled  to  coinbat  ever-growing  vicious  propa- 
ganda about  the  American  capitalistic  system  and  class  injustice  ~  propaganda  which 
has  for  its  purpose  the  destruction  of  religion  and  the  demoralization  of  our  way  of 
life,  -5- 


We  ere  living  in  ^  age  where   purpose  gives  tmy  to  eKpedieney,  inhere 
there  is  a  hue  and  cry  for  a  gc^eraaent-rimnaged  ©conocGgr,    For  years  we  have  ignored 
the  products  of  our  heritage.    It  was  sabotaged  whmi  vm  ttx>k  in  an  oversapply  of 
imported  social  mid  intellecttial  ideas  and  standards.    Ihas,  we  dissif^ted  the  heri- 
tage of  freedcaa,  of  "hm  and  order,  that  earas  to  us  frcaa  hardiforking,  faithful  mm, 
and  TOR^  who  believed  in  the  principles  and  coiMsepts  of  govBirmmt  as  laid  dcmn 
by  Washington,  JefferBcoi  and  Uneoln. 

We  have  been  proceeding  upcm  the  philosophy  that  govermenb  is  sossething 
rmre  than  the  citizens  of  goverruzfeent,  that  it  is  something  distinctive  £roa  the 
people  thecjselves.    This,  in  sliort,  is  totalitarian  philosopi^.    Call  it  what  you 
will,  it  is  gnamng  at  the  vitals  of  our  constitutional  and  represent*ittive  fom  of 
goverrxia^it. 

Wb  all  Bant  social  security,  but  with  the  maxiMim  degree  of  individual 
freedcaa,  Tet,  govermaent  cannot  continue  to  provide  social  l^enefits  iinless  at  the 
emm  tiffle  it  provide  econoMc  op]3ortunities.    Govemmeait  lias  no  resoui^es  of  its 
own.    All  it  spaads,  all  it  gives  a^y,  it  has  tak^n  froaa  smm  citizen.    It  cannot 
continue  to  spend  and  give  asay  unless  there  is  a  continually  expanding  ecoiKsaqy 
where  prodoction  and  more  production  are  peimtted  to  grm  unfettered.    The  philoso- 
ply  of  taxing  and  spending  will  eventually  destroy  Aaerica  unless  we  return  to  the 
jdiilosopdiy  of  Idncoln, 

International  good-will  can  never  be  bought  over  the  counter  with  American 
dollara.    Bureaucracy,  paternalism,  coiaiminisEa  or  a  planned  econQ!^7  were  never  in 
Iincoln»s  vocabulary.    They  a3?e  abhorrent  to  our  Constitution  and  to  representative 
government.    They  6^  not  tell  the  story  of  the  American  way.   We  ?iould  like  to  cosie 
to  the  relief  of  freedom-loving  nations  of  Birope,  and  we  will  assist  thea  to  rehabili- 
tate themselves  for  the  preservation  of  the  luiiaan  race,  but,  international  good-will  can 
never  be  attained  except  through  fair  and  honest  dealings.    The  faith,  the  philosophy 
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of  Lincoln  nmst  find  a  place  in  the  h smarts  of  inen  of  today.  It  can  lead  us  frcHB 
chaos  to  order.  It  can  keep  the  social  needs  of  the  people  frosi  yielding  to  the 
selfish  Eotives  of  a  fe^/.  It  can  inspire  business,  labor  and  industry  to  move 
into  the  creative  pioneer  territoiy  that  lies  ahead.  Definitely,  the  philosoidiy 
of  individaal  opportunity  and  the  dignity  of  man  isust  have  a  rebirth.  It  is  our 
task  to  dedicate  our  lives  to  keep  inviolate  the  blessings  of  freedom  for  «Mch 
Lincoln  gave  his  life. 

Today,  as  in  Idncoln*s  time,  the  issue  is  freedoiai    freed^a  to  live,  to 
speak,  to  worship,  to  woi4c,  all  mthout  regiisentation.    Om  of  the  present-day  ob- 
stacles to  unity  and  confidence  is  the  failure  of  goverraaent  to  take  our  i:>eople 
into  its  confidera^e  and  tell  thmi  the  truth.    That  failm-e  lias  created  confused 
tliinidjig  and  discord.    The  African  people  know  wlmt  tiiey  ^tant.    Govemiaent  ma^ 
have  faith  in  their  cmmm  sense,  faith  in  their  ability  to  r^ch  correct  conclu- 
sions v?h(m  they  kiKm  the  facts  and  have  an  opportunity  to  escpr^s  themselves.  They 
want  a  fair  treatiaent  of  labor.    Tliey  dejsand  it.    They  i-tant  industry  to  be  kept  in 
a  position  Tjhere  it  can  demonstrate  the  same  brilliant  capacity  for  production  ishich 
wxi  the  v;ar.    Yes,  t!iey  ymnt  corapetency  in  government.    Make  no  cdstake  —  they  de- 
mand it.     The  average  citizen  is  asldLng  for  the  same  opportunity  for  Ms  children 
and  their  children's  children  ^fnich  he  has  enjoyed.    Our  Constitution,  with'  its  di- 
visions of  power  between  tlie  Executive,  Legislative  and  Judicial  branches  of  govern- 
ment, with  the  support  of  the  people,  whom  Uncoln  trusted,  kept  the  country  united 
in  his  day  and  it  will  keep  this  nation  from  turning  to  the  left  in  our  day.    No  rran 
or  group  of  men  has  ever  be^  able  to  substitute  hiraself  or  hds  group  for  the  insti- 
tutions by  which  freedom  has  been  rjreserved  in  America, 

Ky  friends,  the  great  purposes  of  government,  now,  as  in  Uiicoln»s  time,  are 
to  provide  for  the  well-being  of  our  people.  Now,  as  in  Lincoln's  time,  we  can  carry 
out  thos.  puri>oses  only  by  taking  an  active  interest  in  govemiient,  local,  state  and 
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federal.    That  must  become  the  serious  business  and  duty  of  every  citizen.  We  have 
always  been  a  great  and  rugged  people,  ready  to  give  everything  for  liberty  if  need 
be.    It  is  a  high  privilege  that  we  in  our  time  are  being  called  upon  today  to  sus- 
tain Treedom  as  no  generation  has  been  called  upon  for  a  long,  long  time.    All  about 
us  we  see  men  endeavoring  to  dig  up  the  roots  of  men's  faith  in  God,  and  in  man  as 
a  sovereign  being,  in  one  country  after  another.    They  vmnt  a  new  civilization,  based 
upon  the  assertion  that  man  was  created  for  the  state.    They  want  to  build  up  an  em- 
pire for  the  domination  of  the  world.    They  are  the  enemies  of  freedom,  the  enemies 
of  God,    Ours  is  the  duty  to  re-establish  and  re-light  the  Lamps  of  liberty  on  earth. 
That  can  only  be  possible  if  we  maintain  America  in  all  its  strength,  in  all  its 
productiveness  —  in  all  its  freedom.     The  closer  we  can  keep  to  the  principles 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  nearer  we  shall  be  to  tin  t  goal. 
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